4 


* 
E _ - ON 
* ® £ 
\ 
pl 7 - 
* 
* 
9 
- 1 
o - 
* 
. * 1 
. 
Ln 
_ 2 
- * 4 
K * . 89 
„ j o* « 
. Pa 
i wv * 2 
* * 8 — 9 
„ 
* — is 
of 
— 
* + # N 
” 
* 
- 
= 
F 
wes 
: 9 
— -v 8 


7 0 4 
. » 1 y 4 
N * 
af 1 4 
«4 * — * 
9 90 * 
„ 4 
* * » "3... 
« Þ 


ä * 


MORNINGS. 


md. 


3g 
* 


— 


* 
A 
> / 


9 0 ® 4 : a 
1 ed & N ai | 5 
9 - N , 12 
CONTENTS. 
| | WIT 912 
rer 


MORNING the Fiss. 


1 Oris of our Tah. 6 . Y | 
Of the Soil of wy Territories, a 


MORNING, a N 


\ On Religion, Je e 4 
MORNING Ges rene „ 
On Tuſtjee, |. ny” 
MORNING the Four TH. 
On Pelitics,  _ 2 
On private Politics, al 


On 


D 
4 

my 

N * 
7 

* 

F- l 
1 * 
- 
b & 3 


* | 
| 

* £& 

® j 


| i) 


. Dn Literature, $3 
Conduct inthe ſmaller Matters of Life, 57 
As to Dreſs, 5 
As to Pleaſures, © 1 

MORNING the Firru. 
On Politics of the State, 66 


PRR INCI IE the Fir.” 
Of Self-Preſervatio ! and Aggrandiſe- 


- PxrxINC1PLE the Third. 
Qf inſpiring Respect and Fear, 77 


MORN. 


M 0 R N N 'G 
THE FIRST. 


, = 
4 . . 1 s 7 ®, a 1 


Oui of our FAMILY.. 


- 
T* the times of diſorder und con- 


fuſion, amidſt barbarous nations, 
there was ſeen to ſpring up a new 


arrangement of ſovereignties. The 4 


governors of different countries ſhook 
off the yoke of ſubjection, and ſoon 


became powerful enough to orer. aue 


their maſters; they obtained privi- 


. keges; or, to come nearer to the truth, 
it was- with che form of one knee on 


* a, 
"$ 3 the 
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the ground, that they ran away with 
the ſubſtance. Among thoſe daring | 
ones, there were ſeveral who laid the 
foundations of the greateſt monar- 
chies ; and perhaps, on a fair calcu- 
lation, even all the emperors, kings, 
and ſovereign princes, at this very 
time, owe their reſpective ſtates to 
them. - As for us, we are, moſt un- 
doubtedly, in that caſe. I ſee you 
bluſh at this. I forgive you for 
once. But let me adviſe you never 
to play the child fo again. Remem- 
ber, once for all, that in matter of 
Kingdoms, he catches them that can, 
and that there is no wrong but in the 
caſe of being forced to return them. 


The Ou pt th s 


1 ſome rights of * 
* 2 


MORNING I. -3 
dhe country of which he was 


gover- 


nor, was Taſiillon of Hohenzallern. 


The thirteenth of his deſcendants was 
Burgrave of Nuremberg ; the twen- 
ty-fifth of them was Elector of Bran- 


deburgh, and the thirty - ſeventh, 


King of Pruſſia. Our family, as 


well as all the others, has had its 


Achilles's, its Cicero's, its Neſtors, 


its drivellers and its drones, its mo- 


thers-in-law, and, without doubt, its 
women of gallantry. It has alſo 
often aggrandized itſelf by thols 
kinds of right, which are only known 


to princes at once in luck, and in 


force enough to exert them; for in 


the order of our ſucceſligns we'ſce 


thoſe of conveniency, oFexpettancy, 4 
e tection. From the LE. *. 


A2 
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of Taſſillon, to that of the great 
Elector, we did little more than ve- 
getate. We could, in the Empire, 
reckon fifty princes in no point infe- 
rior to us; and, properly ſpeaking, 
we were but one of the branches of 
the great Sconce, or Chandelier of the 
Empire. William the Great, by the 
ſplendor of his actions, raiſed our fa- 
mily into pre- eminence; and at length, 
in 1701, (the date, you ſee, is not a 
very antient one,) Vanity placed a 
crown on the head of my grand- 
father; and it is to this epoch that 
ue ought to refer our true exiſtence, 
*fince it put us into a condition of 
Acting on the footing of kings, and 
of treating, upon terms of equality, 
with all the Powers of the earth. | 


diadem that bound our brows, was 
placed on one of the vaineſt and 
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Were we to eſtimate the virtues of 
our anceſtors, we might eaſily con- 
clude, that it is not to any eminence 


in them, that our family owes its 


aggrandiſement. The greateſt part of 
our Princes have been rather remark- 
able for miſconduct but it was 


chance and circumſtances, that have 


been of ſervice to us. I would even 
have you to obſerve, that the firſt 


lighteſt of heads, and that head on a 
bes crooked and hump-backed. 

And here, I am aware, my dear 
Neben, that Tam leaving you in the 


dark as to our origin. It has been 


pretended, that that ſame Count of 


ä 3 was of a great family: . 


A3 but, 


— 
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| but, in truth, few ever appeared in | 
| the world ſo bare of titles. Ho... 
ever, at the worſt, it is indiſputable 
that we are of an antient noble ex- 
traction, good Gentlemen, in ſhort; | 
let us ſtick to that, - | 


' The SITUATION of my Kincpom. 


A As. to this point, I am not fo 
well off as I could wiſh, To con- 
vince yourſelf of which, caſt your 
eyes over the map, and you will fee, 
that the greateſt part of my territories 
is diſperſed or divided in ſuch a man- 
ner, that they cannot mutually. aſſiſt 
each other, I have no great rivers 
that run through my provinces, ſome 
border upon them, but few interſect 
them. I 9 nne 
39 „ 


„ 
- 


nions lies in waſte 3 another third is 


"3Þ 
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of the 801 of my TernITORIES. ; 
A third at leaſt of my domi- 


in woods, waters, or marſhes. The 
third which is cultivated, produces 
nor wine, nor olives, nor mulberry- 


trees. No fruits, nor garden ſtuff, 


come to any thing, without great 


care, and very few to the true point 


of perfection. I have only a few parts 
in which the wheat md 79 


a 2 2" 
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particular or deciſive to pronounce, 


Aa - beczuſe 


affecting a great p 


_ - little cane, a very ſhort coat, with a 
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becauſe my kingdom is but a kind of 
| Moſaic, made up of various pieces. 
All thatI can, with any certainty, ſay, 
is, that, in general, my ſubjects are 
hardy and brave, uncurious as to 
eating, but fond of drinking, tyrants 
on their eſtates, and ſlaves in my 
ſervice ; inſipid lovers, and ſurly 
| buſbands; of a wondrouſly cold 
' phlegmatic turn, which I take to be, 
at the bottom, rank ſtupidity ; good 
civilians, little of philoſophers, leſs 
of poets, and till leſs of orators ; 
plainneſs in their. - 
dreſs, but imagining themſelves dreſt 


in high taſte, with a little bag and a 
great hat, boots up to their waiſt, a 


, very long waiſtcoat, As to the wo- 
1 + 2 men, 


- rial breeders; they have great gentle - 


MORNING I. 9 
men, they are almoſt all fat, and ſpe- 


neſs, love their domeſtic employment, 
and are commonly faithful enough to 

their huſbands. As to the girls, they . 
enjoy the privileges in faſhion ; to 
which I have ſo little objection, that 
I have, in my Memoirs, ſought to ex- 
cuſe their weakneſſes. I hold it good 
policy to give thoſe pretty creatures 
all the eaſe and freedom that may 


be, to prevent their learning a hot. — 


rid practice, by means of which they x 


might amuſe themſelves without fear 
of conſequences, but which would 
cauſe a notable prejudice to the ſtate : 
nay, to encourage them the more to 


population, I take care, in my regi- 
ments, to give the preference to the 


| ſpring of an 
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maxim which it would be madneſs to 


diſpute z and a King muſt know very 


little of politics, indeed, that ſhould 
ſuffer his ſubjects to male a bad uſe 


of it; but then it would not be very 
wiſe in a King to have any religion 


OD On "my 
what 
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REL1610N is abſolurely ne. 
ceſſary in a ſtate. This is 3 


— 
\ 


1 MORNING II. 
| what I here ſay to you; there is no- 


thing that tyrannizes more over the 


head and heart than Religion; becauſe 
it neither agrees with our paſſions, 
nor with thoſe great political views 
which a Monarch ought to have. 
The true religion of a Prince is his 
intereſt and his glory, He ought, 
by his royal ſtation, to be diſpenſed 
from having any other. He may, 
indeed, preſerve outwardly a fair oc- 
' cafional appearance, for the ſake of 
amuſing thoſe who are about him, 
or who watch his motions 5 cha- 
racter. 

If he fears God, or, to ſpeak as 
the prieſts and women do, if he fears 
Hell, like Lewis the XIVth, in his 
old age, he is apt to become timo- | 


but to be a Capuchin. If the point 


"MORNING IL 1g. 
rous, childiſh, and fit -for nothing 


is to avail himſelf of a favorable mo- 


ment for ſeizing a province, an army 


of Devils, to defend it, preſent them- 


ſelves to his imagination; we are, 
on that ſuppoſition, weak enough to 


think it an injuſtice, and we propor- 


tion, in our conſcience, the puniſh- 
ment to the crime. Should it be 
neceſſary to make a treaty with other 
powers, if we remember that we are 
Chriſtians, we are undone, all would 
be over with us; we ſhould be con- 
ſtantly bubbles. As to war, it is a 
trade, in which any the leaſt ſcruple 
would ſpoil every thing; and, in- 


| deed, what man of honor would ever 2 | 


make war, if he had not the righ 
is . | to 


4 


IM@© 1 
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plunder, fire, and carnage ? 
I I do not, however, mean, that one 


; 11d make a proclamation of im- 


piety and atheiſm; but it is . | to 
adapt ones thoughts to the rank one 


occupies, All the Popes who had 


common ſenſe, have held no prin- 
ciples of religion but what favored 
their aggrandiſement. It would be the 
ſillieſt thing imaginable, if a p % | 


was to confine himſelf to ſuch paltry 


trifles as were contrived only for the 


common people. Beſides, the beſt 


way for a Prince to keep Fanaticiſm 
out of his country, is for him to have 
the moſt cool ;ndiflerence for Religion. 

Believe me, dear Nephew, that holy 


As 
-& 


like 


= 
. 
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mother of ours has her little caprices; f 
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Nephew, to true Philoſophy, which is 


ever conſolatory, luminous, courage» ' 


ous, diſpaſſionate, and enn 
ble as Nature. You will then ſoon ſee, 
that you will not have, in your king - 
dom, any material diſpute about reli- 
gion; for parties are never formed, 
but on the weakneſs of Princes, or on 
that of their Miniſters. There is one 
important reflexion I would wiſh you 


to make; it is this; your anceſtors 


have, in this matter, conducted their 
operations with the greateſt political 
dexterity ; they introduced a refor- 
mation which gave them the air of 


apoſtles, at the ſame time that it was 


aun their purſe: Such a revolu- 


tion 
9 * 


19 
| like any woman, and is commonly as 
unconſtant. Attach yourſelf, then, dear 
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tion ns, withgnt dꝗubty echt 
reaſonable . that could dveohRRNen, 
in ſuch -a. point as, hid. H ne 
lejL go 

9d 

n 
e 


be got in that way v 


ſteps z it is therefore cvęn he 
to Toleration. Retain e Rows 
Nephew, the principle I. am, now.;to 
inculcate to you; Let it be yourgule 
of Government, chat men are t- 
ſhip the Divinity in their own ay; 
for, ſhould: you appear in the leaſt 


wodla be loſt and undone, in your 

dominions. Have you a mind to 
know why my kingdom is compoſed 
of ſo many ſes? I will tell you; In 


| certain 
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certain provinces the Calviniſts are in 
poſſeſſion of all the offices and poſts ; 
in others, the Lutherans have the ſame 
advantage. There are ſome, where 
the King can only ſend there one or 
| two Proteſtant Deputies : and of all 
cious. The prieſts in this ſenſeleſs 
religion are untameable wild beafts, 
that preach up a blind ſubmiſſion to 
deſpotiſm. They ard aſſaſſins, rob- - 
Obſerve with what a ſtupid effrontery YA 
AFR. pen 
Ra 2 * a 


, 


13. MORNING n. 
over the Prinees of the Earth. A 
to the Jews, they are Ile Vagrantss.: 


poor devils, that at bottom Are, not 
ſo black as, they ate painted, AN. 


moſt every where repufſed. hated, 
and perſecuted, they pays mwah. te- 
lerable exactneſs. . endure 
them, and take theit revenge; by 
bubbling all the: ſimpletons they Gn 
light on. Meet e 2% 
A s our W themſelves, 
in the ninth cengury, Chriſtians, out af 
complaiſance to the Emperarss io the! 
fifteenth, Lutherans, in order tu ſeiae 
be poſſeſſions of the church; and Cal» 
viniſts, in the ſixteenth, to pleaſe the 
Dutch, upon the account of the ſyc- 
ceſſion of Cleves; I do not ſee why 
we ſhould not. wks ourſelves ia 


different 


2 


8 
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different to all theſe religions, for the 
ſake of maintaining rranquillity in our: 
qdominions. My father had formed 
an excellent project, but it did noc 
ſycceed with hg He had engaged 
the Preſident Laen to compoſe” for” 
him) 4 call treatiſe on religion, 
which. was to procure a coaktiun of 
the three” ſects into one. The Pre- 
ſident abuſed the Pope ; hinted chat 
Se. Joſeph was a ſoft fimpleton; tooE 
the dog of St. Roc by the eats; and 
pulled St. Anthony's pig by the tail 
he expreſſed no faith in the ſtory of 
the chaſte: Suſannah ;. he looked on 


St. Bernard and St. Domi, as” 


Courtieis, that were refined cheats, 
and proteſted againſt! the Canoni-"" 
zation of St. Franeis de Sales for a 
* B 2 Saint. 


20 MORNING I. 
1171 
Saint. The eleven thouſand Virgins 
met with no more quarter from His 
incredulity, than all the Saints and 
Martyrs of the Jeſuit” Loyoli A 
to the myſteries, he agreed that” no 
explanation” of them ſhould be at- 
tempted, but that good ſenſe ought to 
be put into every thing, while he as 
by no means for being tied up tethe 
mere ſound of words. As to the Lu- 
therans, he was for making of chem 
the center- point of union and of reſt 
he wanted the Catholics to be, in a - of 
pearance, ſomewhat leſs faithful to the 
Court of Rome, but then he admit-/ 
ted, that the Lutherans ought to Be- 
tray leſs ſubtilty of argument in their 
diſputes. He inſiſted, that on remov- 
ing certain diſtinctions out of the way, 


* 


— 
* 
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the 36 would: Gnd-themilinivvvery 
near toi each other. He thought 
there would be more trouble requirdd 
bring the Calviniſts to a concilia - 
tian vcbexauſe they had more: preten· 
ons than the Lutherans, la the 
wean while, he propoſed one good 
expedient, |which was, not to haue 
any but God for one's Confident, on 
occaſion of taking the Communion. 
He looked on the worſhip. of images 
a5 a bait for the common people, but 
admitted that it was proper for a 
country to have a tutelar Saint of 
ſome kind or other. As to the 
Monks, he was for expelling them, 
becauſe he looked on them as an ene- 
my that always laid the country un- 
** heavy contributions. But 0 

* B 3 Preh, 
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£74 aloe 


- Prieſts, he allowed them their houſe- 
keepers for wives, This ſcheme made 


A great noiſe, becauſe thoſe good 
Son 606 es ON Nene 


thought themſelves each reſp 
aggrieved. and that it was a ſacrile 
10 touch upon the holy myſteries. 
But if this eſſay of a project had been 
reliſhed, there would have been, no 
efforts ſpared to have effectuated its 
execution. I have not, my dear ne- 
phew, renounced it, and I flatter 
myſelf, that I ſhall facilitate to you 
the execution of it. The great point 


is, to be uſeful to the whole of hu- 


man kind, by rendering all men bro- 
thers; and by making it a law to 
them, to live together as friends and 
ne emen 
E K abſolute 


— 


MORNING . 23 


abſolute neceſſity of living and of 
dying in commutual peice ard con- 
rd, und to fedk theilt fole happineſs 
in be ſobial virtues,” When theſe 
mitims Thall have once taken tobt 
| — — mag generations,” the fruit of 
win be, the world's forming itſelf 
* numeròus family, and the 
10 much celebrated golden uge will 
dot come up to that ſtate of Felicity 
"Which 1 ardently wiſh to mankind, 
and Which it will then 7 with- 
out adultefation. Now, pray mark 
hat Ham doing for this — 3 
uſe my beſt endeavours He that all 
the writings in my kingdom, on re- 
ligion, ſhould breathe che ſtrongeſt 
ſpirit of contempt for all the re- 
2 that ever were, and I never 
3 4 let 
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let lip any the leaſt occaſion. of un- 
maſking the ambitious views. of the 
Court of Rome, of its Prieſts, and 
Miniſters; thus, little by little. I. 
ſhall accuſtom my ſubjects to thin 
as I do, and ſhall detach them from 


all prejudices. ö ww, {31 uf PI 10 


But as it is neceſſary to have ſome 
religious worſhip, I will, if I. live 


long enough, underhand bring ino 
play ſome man of eloquence, who 1 


ſhall preach a new one. At firſt, 1 


will give myſelf the air of deſigning... 
to perſecute him; but, little by little, 


I will declare myſelf his defender, and 
will, with warmth, embrace his {y+-- 


ſtem. And if you muſt know the 
- truth, that ſyſtem is already made. 
Voltaire has compoſed the preamble 


: 
1 
c 
t 
1 
c 
2 
| 
c 
| 
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a Kind of reſemblance to 


he has the air of the 


vancing the moſt doubtful princi- 
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to my plows the nece © vie 3M 


thing that 
= 3 A br n religion, ” 


cadle chete is ho" one point ; of ic. a2 


upon WReR "every, \ one is agre 

Hetdws'the'pitture of every MT 
of a ſect, with a mildneſs which bes 
truth. * He 
has dug up certain curious anecdotes _ 
of Pope, of Biſhops, of Prieſts, of 
Miniſters of the other ſets, which. 


_ diffuſes flagular gaiety over "bis 


work." It is N in a tile. 1 
cloſe and ſo rapid, as not to Jeave 
time for teflexion't and full as this 
author is of the moſt ſubtile art, 
greateſt can- 
dor imaginable, while be is ad- 


Ples. 


44 
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ples. D'Alembert 1 Mau rtuis 
have formed the ground work of the 


Plan, and the Whole 18 calculated 
witch ſuch ſcrupulous exactneſs, as to 


- x6mpt ont to bekeve chat "they had 


«etideayoured to demonſtrate it to 
themſelves, before they ſought'to de- 
monſtrate it to others. "Rouſſeau 
Mas been at work, for theſe four 
years paſt, to obviate all objections; 


And I am antivipating in imaginatibh, 


the pleaſure I ſhall take in moxtifying 


all the ignorant wretches that ſhall 
dare to contradi& me: for there is 
an army of Prelates and Priefts con- 
ſtantly aſſembled, who ate for ever 
impofing on the populace, which has 
neither the capacity nor the time to 
reſiect. Thence it comes to paſs, 


— 


een 
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that 19. thoſe. countries chat ſwarm 
with Prieſts, the, people are 3 more un- 
bappy and more ignorant, than m 
countries The Prieſts 
are ler foldiers, who do miſchief 
'babirually, - and for - amuſement. 
There are already prepared fifty con- 
ſequences for every object of diſpure, 
and, at leaft, thirty reflexions on each 
article of the Holy Scriptures. He 
is even actually taken up with fur- 
niſbing | proofs, that every thing, at 
pteſent, preached from thence, is but 
a fable ; that there never was a ter- 
teſtrial paradiſe; and that it is de- 
grading God, to believe that he made 
after his own image a mere ideot, and 
his moſt perfect creature, a rank, 
lewd jade: for, in ſhort, adds he, 
. nothing. 


is M OR NIN G ff 
nothing bot the Tepgth. 


pent's tail Nig Tor NE pL z 


and, in ves. the 
muſt have 9 50 Aer 
her imagination. 

d' Argens and M. Formey have 
ae the Conſtitution of | a 
Council; I am to preſide in it, but 
without pretending that the Holy 
Ghoſt is to give any the leaſt particle 
of light to me, more than to the 


reſt. There ſhall aſſiſt at it but one 


Miniſter of each ſect of religion, 


and four Deputies of every province, 
two of which to be of the Nobility, 
and two of the Commons, or third 
Eſtate. All the other Prieſts, Monks, 
and Miniſters, in general, to be ex- 
cluded, as being parties concerned in 
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O our ſubjects we owe bet 
they owe reſpect to us. By this, 
I mean, dear Nephew, that we muſt 
do juſtice to all men, and eſpecially to 
our ſubjects, when it does not over- 
ſet our own rights, or wound our 
own. authority ; for there ought to 
be no ſort of equality between the 
right of the Monarchs, and the right 
a * of 


MO RNING If 3. 


of the ſubje&; or ſlave. But ve muſt 
be firmly impattial and juſt, when 
the point is to, ſettle a matter of right 
— ibjeth, We 
be, and another. This is an act which 
is alonb endugh to mate us adored.; 
Repreſent to yourſelf Charles I. 
brought to the ſcaffold hy that juſtices 
which the people implores, and de- 
mapdsa with a loud voice. I am born 
with tag much ambition to ſuffer, in 
my dominion, any order that ſhould! 


ed me to make a new Code of ſuſtice. 
I am very ſenſble that I have reduced 
the old dame from her long robes to 
a. jacket and petticoat; but I was. 
raid of her ſharp fight, as I knew _ . 


cramp my authority, and this moſt 
certainly is the only reaſon that oblig-— 


— 


* 
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her weight with the and 
knew withal, — +1 

dexterity might, at the time 
tion, make themſelves add. be 
greateſt part of my ſubjectreali be- 
—— — 
ances reſulting to them from chica- 
nery, or the tedious proceſſes of the 
law. Alas! I on to you, ugy, I 
ſometimes bluſ to myſelf for it, 
that; fo far from having had ſuch a 


relief in view, I am actually tegret- 


ting the little advantages thoſe pro- 
ceſſes uſed to procure me, for the 
taxes on them, and on the ſtamped pa. 
pers made uſe of in them, have ſuf- 
fered a diminution to the detriment 


* — 


- buf nrerpennes hear five. bundred 
;Apouſand es. att, wog 
Denno then, my, der- nephew, 


Ante niyuurſelſ to he dazzled with the 


-otord fFuftice z it ia a. word that bas 
Aiſſilrent' telationa, and · is ſuſceptible 
_ vebgiftront'confiructiong, Theſe are 
v ideas that I annex to it: | Juſtice 


1 Auxn, o/ ſuch high perfection 2. 
1: 1:chot{nore reaſonable to give Fr 
. (exain a praject as that of an entire 
p poſſeſſion of her? Review all the 
. kingdoms of the earth, examine, and 
mark whether ſhe is in any two 
Kingdoms adminiſtered in the ſame 
form. Conſult next the principles 
that rule mankind, and ſee whether 
they and Juſtice agree. What is there 
- e then 
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24 MO RN INGO II. 
then ſo extraordinary ia a man's be- 
ing juſt after his own way When 1 


caſt my eyes over all the tribunals of 


not being lo... Every tri- 
bunal had its ſuperior; I myſelf bad 
mine; for even thoſe judgmenta given 
dy my council, were liable to controul 
or oppoſition. I was not angry at 
this, becauſe it was à cuſtom *. But 


a” 
on 
9 


— Rk 


' '® The wen of the law can, in proceſs'of 
time, come to ſuch a pitch, as to be a match 
for the Monarch, to Riruggle with his power, 
and even to overſet.it. Under a weak Prince, 
ſurrounded with ignoratit or avaritious Mi- 
niflers, Lawyers will ſtart pp, and ſtrengthen 
' themſelves with the love of the people, whoſe 
cauſe they affet to embrace; and, —_— 
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il apliſh thei? . end of 
A Tad Werds in e dad fl Tots 
Da 1 the fr anagemens, of the | 
"Parliametts'df France Forgot Under che 
n — — 
are they exaggerate 
Ta Fa lie diſtreſſes; they paint the 
Hate runnzüg to ite ruin; they give freſh 
ſpins. wo the boldneſs of its enemies, defiroy 
the patriotiſm of the ſubject, and end wi 
uſutping the adminiſtration into which they 
force themſelves. Inſtead of doing juftice to 


* 


fion compel to apply to them, they drag them 
at their chariot-wheels, ſtrip them, and ſend 
them to die naked on a dunghill. All the 
Philoſophers of Paris loudly exelaim againſt 
"theſe open depredations exerciſed on the 
weak. The men of the law in that kingdom 
have been ever depraved, and rapacious of 

money, Read the Chancellor && FB, 
and you will be convinced of this truth. 5 


er ground, 


the wretches whom circumſtances of oppreſ- 
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of 'thy= — frightened: at 
all the imimenſe bewildering lab rinths 


in Wüch thouſands' of: aapofubjetts 
were t6fivg chemſel ves and de ved 
alive.” But what gave me moſt diſ- 
quiet, was, the Now but ſute and 
conſtant march of the people of the 
law, that ſpirit of liberty inſeparable 
from their principles, and that dex - 


trous management of cheirs of pre- 


ſerving their advantages, and of 
cruſhing their enemies, with all the 
appearances of the moſt auſtere equity. 
I made paſs in review before my me- 
mory, all thoſe acts full of rigor, 
and often very unaccountable, of the 
Parliaments of England and Paris, 


and n at ſome of them 
NY — 
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deing ſo diſgrageſul to the Majeſty. of 
the Throne: It vn amidſt all cheſe 
reflex ioha, chat I determined 30 ſtrike 

at the foundations of this great power, 
and t was unly by ſimplefyiag it a 
muchas: I-could,. that I haye reduced 
it to ibe point at which I wanted, it. 

Lou will, perhaps, be ſurpriſed, m 
dear Nephew, that men, who have no 
arms. and who never ſpeak hut with 
reſpe& oi the ſacred perſon of je 
King, ſhould, be the only people in 
his kingdom able to give law to him. 
It is preciſely for theſe very reaſons 
that it is not difficult for them o 
check or ſet bounds to our power. 
There is no ſuſpecting them of vio- 


lence, ſince they always ſpeak und 
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ſubjectt are ſoot! 
| ede ide Brl 
| which "ſeems'hever” to Aff y ieſelf, 
Flies Gel d en en- 


* reſulting to a kingdom, from 


of repreſentatives of the peo- 
pls 
laws; 1 am even ready co believe, 
that the Crown is the ſafer on a 
King's head, for its having been 
given, or for its being preſerved to 
him, by fuch a body; but that he 
muſt be ſtrickly an honeſt man, and 
made up of good principles, to per- 
— yaw aps Bet 
e er 


and led 


wlüch is a depoſitary of its 
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When eds hay ambiatou ddge du 
renouncg that Plan; 1 Gould never 
bave dans apy. thing 11 J, had been 
cramped., Perhaps I might hav6ob- 
tained the character of à juſt King, 


but I ſhould, have miſſed that of a <q 


Hero. 24414 
The limited Monarch. is .oftener © 
expoſed to the viciſſitudes of fortune 


than the arbitrary Deſpot: but then 


the Deſpot muſt be active, enlighten- 


ed, and firm. There are more vir- 


tues required to give a luſtre to a ſtate. 
of deſpotiſm, than to that of monar- 
chy. The Courtier flatters the Mo- 
narch, ſooths his vices, and deceives 
before the Deſpor, debaſes himſelf, 


| bit ape him right information. It 


84 is 


* MORN IU IT 
ray in cuts, by that firm 
itſelf, 


bur för cn and o glory. 
I have oſten reffected on the advan- 


eee eee Op g- its 
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chy. The Covurtier flatters the Mo- 
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When es hav ambiato# bug nun 
renouncy that Plan; 1 Gould nerer 
baue dane: y thing if I had been 
cramped. n | 
tained the character of a juſt King, 


but I ſhould have miſſed that of a = 


Hero. TT 

The. limited Monarch. is altener 7 
expoſed to the viciſſitudes of fortune 
arbitrary Deſpot: but then 
the Deſpot muſt be active, enlighten- 


| ed, and firm. There are more vir- 


tues required to give a luſtre to a ſtate, 
of deſpotiſm, than to that of monar- 


before the Deſpot, debaſes - himſelf, 


but gives him right information. It 


C4 is 
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is, then, of more uſe to a great man 
toreign arbitrarily, but more grievous: 
to the people to live under ſuch a go- 
m iH 
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On PoiTrCE.' 9 


Sine ade dow am 
men, that to. cheat or deceive 


one's fellow - creatures is a mean and 
ſoften the appellatiog of the thing. 


Non. dhe word has barn val 1 
8 | found W E 


"ER 


* 
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found out in favor of 'Sovereigns; 
becauſe we cannot quite ſo decently 
be called rogues" or raſcalat But be 
that as it may, this is hat I think, 


as to Politics, I underſtand; then, 


by chis word, dear-Nephew;-that we 


are ever to try to cheat others. It is 
the way to have the advantage, or, at 
leaſt, to be on 2 fooung with the reſt 
of mankind. For you may reſt per- 
foaded, that all the States 
world run the fame career. Now 
ehis principle being once ſettle, never 
be aſhamed of making alliances, and 


of deing yourſelf the only party that 
draws' advantage from them. Do 
not commit that ſtupid faule of not 
abandoning them whenever it is your 
iptereſt io to do j and cſpecially main- 
Laue tain 
* 5 
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tain vigorouſly this maxim, that ſt 23 
ping your neighbours-is only to 

away from them the means of doing 
you a miſchief, It is Politics, pro- 
perly ſpeaking; that found kingdoms, 
and preſerve them; ſo that, dear 
Nephew, ĩt is fit that you underſtand 
them thoroughly, and conceive them 
in their cleareſt light. For this pur- 


them to you, the one Po ITies of 
the STarTE, the other PRIVATE Pa- 
LITICS: The firſt turns on the great 
intereſts of the Kingdom ; the other 
on the particular intereſts of * 

and of this we ſhall firſt treat. 


poſe, I ſhall make two diviſions of 
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to ENO vm 10t 47 
Ox, Pravary: Porr. 
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A Prince 217 ver to 175 
to view but a lt 4 

racer; 1 this 1 iS 1 

you muſt pay a very ſeri 9 
tion. When I was only Prince Royal 
I had very little of a —_ turn 
I loved my caſe, and the pleaſures 0 
the table, and as to love, Task it 
on all ſides. When I came to be 
King, I appeared the Soldier, the Phi- 
loſopher, the Poet; I lay upon ſtraw, 
I ate ammunition-bread at the head 
of my camp, I drank very little be- 
fore my ſubjects, and appeared to 
have a contempt for women. 


LY 
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As for my perſonal conduct, it is 
this: in my journeys,” I Always go 
without a n and travel niglit 
and dey; my y train is far from nu- 
„bit 1 choſen. My car- 
Hori W i pl, but then it is (Ol 
up 155 ial eaſy ſprings, and I ſleep 
Ts as well as in my bed. I ſeem 
are no nicety about my eating 
or drinking. A lacquey; a cook, 
a cohfectioner, are all the menials I 
have, for providing my table. I 
order my own dinner myſelf, and it 
is not what I acquit myſelf the worſt . 
of, as I know the country, and 
whatever I call for, of wild game, of 
fiſh, or butcher's meat, it is always 
ture to be of * beſt nn be 
| hand, by 2 


When 
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When 1 come to à place” of inha- 
birants, 1 have always & fatigbed. air 
and ſhow. myſelf to thie people in 4 
very ſhabby ſurtout, and A wig ill 
combed. Theſe are trifles, but tri- 


les that often malte u marvelous 


impreſſion. I give audience to the 
whole univerſe, except to Prieſts, 
Miniſters of the Church, and Monks : 
as thoſe gentry are uſed to ſpeak ſo as 


to be heard at a diſtance, I hear them 


from my window ; a Page receives 
them, and makes my compliments 
_ to them at the door. In every thing 
I fay, I affect the air of think ing of 

nothing but the happineſs of my 
ſubjects; I aſk queſtions of the No- 


bility, of Citizens, of Mechanics, and 
enter with them into the miouteſt © 
r 
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particular. You have, my dear 
Nephew, heard, as well as myſelf, 


deen Kinds d prope. ou can- | 


ED an — good King, | 


who-could put myſelf to ſo much 


long a war. You may alſo remem- 
ber him, who pitied me from his 
heart, on obſerving the bad ſurtout I 
had on, and the ſmall diſhes that were 
ſerved on my table. The poor man 
did not know that I had a very good 


fatigue, after having carried on ſo 


coat underneath, and could not ima- ES. ; 


gine it poſſible to dine any thing like 
well, without a ham and a whole 
_ houlder of veal on the table, | 


- * 
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At a review of my troops, bedr 


#fegiment is to paſs muſter, 1 fe 
a Ts 


Officers and Serjean and K 
eee 
of the co ies to WII 


long. I procure an ekac in 
tion of the petty abuſes 1550 
have been committed by my Cap- 

tains, and I allow the ſoldiers Aa 
of complaining. ' The hour Gf t 
review being come, I fet out from 
wherever I am: Preſently the mob 
gets round me; nor do I ſuffer it to- 
de kept off, but chat by the way 


with the firſt perſon that isneareſt me, 


or that can make me the moſt reaſon- 
able anſwer. As ſoon as I am come 
to the regiment, I ſee that the exer- 


ciſe 


i# 
4 


fi 


wee 45 i 


'Serjeants; 1; this gh me a wonderful 

fine air of memory and reflection. 
| You far, dear Nephew, in what 
manner 1. mortiſied the Major who 
J. uſed to furniſh his company with 
ſhirts too ſhort; I uſed him ſo ill, 
that one of the ſoldiers had the im- 
pudence, by way of ſhowing the 


* Lieutenants and 


NON W. 4 


ſcanty meaſure, to pull his On. 


| of his breeches. 
If a regiment does not 3 it- 
ſelf of che exerciſe to my ſatisfaction, 


D l hape 
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1 have;a. king. 6f piliſtitient for 
ban pe AA amiſs, Tong D 


m. the exerciſe 

longer, than vſual,. 9 i 
= "Officers. to, toy, table 
manzuores are well e. ed, 
all the Captains to 2, hs, * 
and even ſome : of the Lieutenants 


mA 


anks. 
37 means, then, of the I 

Ing conducted in this mange "Tm 
at a perfect knowledge pr pe a "troops 

5 when I find any Ger 4 


wers me with firmneſs, intelligence, f 


j1, 


and clearneſs, I fet him down in my 
Hiſt for making uſe of his ſervice on 
proper occaſions. 

_ Hitherto it has been believed by 
the world, that it is the ſtark love and 


"Kinduels* 1 bear to my ſubjeAs, that 
| engages 


* 


» 
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in change ot ir. k 1 
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deſpotie, . conſequently: L. 
the polieftbr of it, am aloe 
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-dominions, my Governors would put 
themſelves in my place, and would, 
little by little, diveſt theinſelves af 
their principles of obedience, and ad- 
opt in their ſtead thoſe of indepens 
dence, | wy" 4 
Da. Beſides, 1 
wJ . 1 
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- Beſides, "as iny orders e cannot, be 

cir chan nern and abſoftite' —— 
eren would ulorg 

. 


175 tyranny.” © 
RE DE, my Ki 

time, I am enabled to b 
br all the abuſes that es 
been committed of the powe 
| truſted by me, and to 127 within 
_the bounds of their duty ſuch as 
"might otherwiſe take it into " 
head to tranſgreſs them. 5 0 
5 

jects believe, that I come niliarly 
among them purely to receive their 
complaints, and to redreſs their 
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rants in their opinions, wrt 
enemies, inconſtant friends, difficukt 
to live with, and often flatterets and 
ſatiriſts in the ſame day. And yet, 
for all this, - they are neceſſary beings 
to a Prince who would reign deſpo- 
tically, and who loves glory. They 
1 — I are 


ot | WOBNING 


art:ihe' difpenfers20f the honors of 
celebrity; without them ther is 00 
zequiing)a ſolid repnratign. Thau 
miſt, hen, be carcfied) fm nut gert 
of chem, and recampenſes mm gpad 
poliey,; Au this: is a frofeſpon. 
call it, if you will, a trade, dug 
us off from the occupatiena ruh 
of che Majeſty of the Throne, Le 
ver compoſe but hen I have p@r 
thing better to do z and tag my: 
ſelf the more caſe in it, I lee at my 
Court: ſome Witz, Who take cate £9 
put my ideas into order. You have 
ſeen with what diſtinction I treated 
Monſieur d'Alembert, in his laſt viſit 
here; I always ſet him at my table, 
and did nothing but praiſe him. 
Tou even ſeemed. ſurpriſed at the 


e Is @ 


bk ſe as ond 
bg. Heſſdes, is 

a e in heating 
wit and delicacy:; 

Ae cy Y with you, I am 
far om being inſenſible to pane- 
gric. I cannot diflemble to myſelf, 
that nl my actions are nat clearly 
praiſe-worthy. ; but d Alembert is ſo 
| ed et, that, when he ſits by 
me, he neyer opens his mouth but 
992 9g ian ee * 
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56. MO RNINSOIN | 
tai was not of fo, pliable aha 
radter ; accordingly, ;I' drove;; him 
from my Court, of which Ia made 
merit to Maupertuis, though the grus 
reaſon at bottom was, tut H ſtood in- 
fear of him, becauſe I was not fure 
that I could always humour his ava: 
rice, and knew perfeftly well, that 
half-a-crown leſs than he expected 
would draw on me two; thouſdrid 

ſcratches from his ſatirical claus. 

Beſides, every thing well conſider- 
ed, and after having taken the advioe 
of my Academy, it was a clearly de- 
cided point, that it was impoſſible for 
two Waits to breathe the ſame air. 

I was forgetting to tell you, that 
in the midſt of my greateſt ſtreights 
and diſaſters, I took care that the 

hace * wits 
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wits Ihouflt Have theft petifions duly” 
pad them Theſd Philoſophers ex." 
chin again War a the iii Peg | 
bis wer aH dees, the" fdr 
that loeduthies their of 58 rate" 
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Ran . ay, . „ NU. Ma- 
Have ydu a mind to ſatisfy alf he 
world at very little coſt? Th s 

the ſcutet : Let all your ſubjects have 
leave to apply to yourſelf directly by 
writing; or in perſonal audience? and 
according as you admit of either of 
theſe, anſwer, or hear what they Have 


to ſay. Put this is the file 1 
CE, | 
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hear them with attention, or at faſt 
with an air that may make them 
think you have it. Let your anſwer 
eſpecially be firm and lacnic. Tuo 
letters, or two verbal anſwers, in ſuch 
a ſtile, will fave. you from the impur . 
tunity of many complaints, aud will 
giyr uu among your. own: ſubjefts, 
and more-yet in foreign Courts, ſuch, 
an air of ſimplicity, and of deſcending 
into particulars, as in point of charac- 
ter makes the fortune of Kings. 1 
| 1 HET dear Nephew, ot 


MiIORMNINSGOIG @ 

sche adi of tro men of this 
kihd\\.aGuelly; cxant in thaſs couns 
weawhich:thd French took in 2757; 
I paſſa among them fdr a King the 
moſt popular. the moſt plain - deal- 
ing ade woſt equitahle, that ever 
WAS OE * 1 jon 220k dat 
AH ola vertu 41 fe lan 039% 
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—— — 
| more, ve ſhould have been ag 
ä 
have devoured the kingdom, I never 
wear any coat but my uniform. The 
military imagine that this proceeds 
from the regard 1 have for their pro. 
fefſion : but in fact it is to make my 
example enforce my . preachments of 
bre 
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ſimplicity of dreſs. My father was 
right in his notion of bringing in the 
blue for birth- days. Thoſe who are 
not rich; and would appear awell- 
dreffed; would do well to avoid the 
| half-lace. ' One ſhould lehve en. 

broidery, and the taudry duu | 
gold and filver, to thoſe idle 
nate Princes who bre in ie midſt of 
nothing but pleaſures, balls, and de- 
bauchery. There is a neceſſity for the 
frivolous to ſtudy every day ſome new 
fanciful taſte in dreſs, that they may 

leaſe the Ladies, which wah make 
eee, I | 
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Log 1b line, deity. that ſpares 
no en one reſiſts thoſe darts 
he Jets. Ay at us in fair war, he takes 
an turn; ſo that I would; not 
will you to have the vanity of mak- - 
ing head, againſt him. One way or 
other be is ſure of you. Though 1 
haue not to complain of the trick he. 
has played. me, I would not adviſe 
you to follow my example. It might 
come in time to have very bad con- 
ſequences ; for, by degrees, your 
Governors and Officers would, in 
their choice of recruits, conſult more 
their own pleaſures, than the honour 
of your e and your army - 
| : mi en 
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might/ cothe at length te e hre 
the regiment of ybur unc Neff 
I ſhould have 17 5 ele well 
enough, but the 

of my grandfather's Grand Hutt | 
man corrected me of that irletineridn; 
My father has told me, a hundred 
times, that there were but two Kings 
in Europe rich enough to keep Bulx. 
hounds, becauſe it is indetent for 4 
crowned head to hunt with no more 
ſtate than a private gentleman. 
Nature has given me kel indul⸗ 
gent · enough diſpoſitions. Tlove good 
eating, good wines, coffee, and even 
ſpirituous cordials, and yet my ſub- 
jets believe me the moſt abſtemious 
King in the univerſe. When I eat 


that 
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"that dene "may, y inner : bot when. 
1 3 5 | private apart- 
:0,;have. A; reach cook who 
delt 10 humour, my palate, 
mh, [tuft confeſs; is rather of 
iniceſt, Fhiloſophers may a 
as they will, with All their leflong, 
"the pleaſures of the ſenſes very 

vell, deſerve that we ſhould. "Fare 
them a couple of hours a day: for in 


Ha&,, what would our exiſtence be 
without them? | 


I ould take a pleaſure i in play, but 
1 cannot bring myſelf to a habit of 
induring to loſe. Beſides, play is the 
Tooking-glaſs of the ſoul; and this 
Fee at all do for me, for I do 
not much care that 24 one e ſhoult 
look into mine. 


tim. 


— 
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I love. theatrical entertain enta ex- 
tremely, and eſpecially. muſic : hut 


1 find the Opera curſedly dear, and 
the pleaſure I take in bearing a-fipe 


voice, or a good. violin. would. br 
much more lively and pure; if. in did 
not coſt me ſo,much 2 


one can be impoſed upon, 48 00 
expence, I have uſed my beſt endea- 
vours to perſuade, that it was uſeful 
and even neceſſary: but I never 
could get the old Generals to come 
into the opinion, that an Eunuch or a 
Virtuoſo ought to have the ſame 
Pay as they. 

I will now give up to you the 
knowledge of man, though at his ex- 

pence. Believe me, he is always de- 
livered up to his paſſions; vanity is 


at 


ik to be thought 
virtdous Lern to appear arcfully 
nt you ae not. 
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On PoLiTics of the STATE, + 


Tur SE Politics may be reduced 

to three heads, or principles 1 
the firſt, Self · preſervation, and Ag- 
grandiſement, according to circum- 
ſtances. Second, Alliances never to 
be made but for one's own advantage. 
And the third, to make one's ſelf 
reſpected and feared in the moſt diffi- 
cult times. 


Px IN- 
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PTTHT oT IS the wn 
L ERVATION and 
o guyprpugprgs of 
On my aſcending the throne, I 
viſited the coffers of my father. His 
great ceconomy, I found, had put 
me into a condition of conceiving 
great prqjects. Soon afterwards 1 
made a review of my troops, and 
fine ones they appeared to me; up- 
on which J returned to my coffers, 
and took out of them wherewith to 
double my military force, As I had 
then juſt rendered my power twice as 
great as it was before, it was natural 
for me not to be contented with only- 


oj» en what I had, ſo that I was ; 
E 2 quickly Mi 


6 M OR/NINAG N 
quickly determined to Avail 
of 2 firſt oppurtunity 5 
In the mean while Ilexerciſed 
45 Were and uſed iny beſt endea- 
vours to draw the eyes of all Europe 
on my manawortsy I renewed” therry 
every year, in order to appear more 
and more maſter of the are*of war, 
and at length l obtained my wiſh of 
ed the head of all the Powers; and all 
the world gave themſelves up for lofty 
if their milirary-did-not-myove head, 
legs, and arms, a-/a-mode of the Pruſ- 
ſtan exerciſe, All my ſoldiers and 
my officers. took it into their heads, 
that they were twice the men they 
were before, on ſeeing _ as 
every where = | | | 
When 


© * 
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—— bud; thits ies 
quivef! an advantage; over! Al, the 


bitten I kid nothing to do be 
too bud mfüne whit pretenſions it was 


pole for we do form ppon-differs 
t points 


ent Four 
ed themſelves do view, Ke 
fa, Poi Hraſta, Duceb Gueldre, and 
da Pomitatiia. I fixed, however. 
en Hina, both becauſe that object 
3 more than all 


the ci r 
able to me. I left to time the care 
of the Execution of my projects on 
the other points. I will not here 


enter on a demonſtration to you f 


the validity of my pretenſions on 
Ry I took care to have it eſta- 
E 3 bliſhed 


- 
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| bliſhed by, my Orators, 


"The Em: 


preſs-Queen oppoſed her's to them. 
and the cauſe was;pleaded and decided 


by great guns, ſmall-arms,and ſabres. 


But let me return to. thoſe favourable 
circumſtances I intimated ; 5 thus it 
way, that they preſented themſelves. 
France wanted to take the Empire 
our, of the hands of the Houſe of 
Auſtria: there was nothing I wiſhed 
for more. France alſo had a mind 


to form in Italy a State for the In- 


fant: this too I liked, . becauſe _ it 
could not be done but at the expence 
of the Empreſs- Queen. In ſhort, 
France had conceived the noble pro- 
ject of marching to the gates of Vien- 
na: that was the very point I waited 
tor, that 1 might ſeize upon Sileſia, - 

Be 


* 


i 
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e . 


"ta 875 50 00 be en of vr bately 
'prefery ng „our dominions, but of 
e ng hn. There are cer- 
"ain fon: olicicians,” who pretend, 
thi © when A State is artiyed at a cer- 
tan poin , It ought not to think of 
went, becauſe the ſyſtem of 


e to a certain fired extent. 
"remember, that the ambition of 


Lewis the XIVth had like to have 


colt France dear, and I am not in- 


ſenſible of all the diſquiet chat mine 
bas given me: I know alſo, that 


France, in the midſt of her greateſt 


diſaſters, diſpoſed of a 9 and 


e the Provinces ſhe had com- 
Ex * 3 


Ballarice of Power has limited | 
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quered; and you may, as 10 myſelf, 
ſee, that amidſt all the ſtorm, that 
threatned me, I have, loſt vothing. io. 
that every thing depends on the; cir⸗ 
cumſtances of the times, and on the 
courage of him that takes and holds, 
You cannot, my dear Nephew, 
conceive how important it is, for a 
King and a State to go often out of 
the common road; it is only by the 
marvellous that one can ſtrike an 
awe into others, or get a great name. 
The Balance is a word that has ſub- 
dued the whole world, by che light in 
which it was conſidered of its ſecuring 
a conſtant poſſeſſion; and yet, in 
truth, this ſame Balance is no more 


than a bare word, an empty ſound; 
for Europe is a family, in which. |. 
there 


MOR N INS . * 


thete are tod man) bad brothers, and | 
quarieNome fefatichs. 1 go Farther 
e it is by the con- 
tenapt o this'ſyſtety, that one * 
come at any thing that i 
hold the Englith, they e put 4 
ſea in chains; that fierce unruly ele- 
ment, no longer dares carry any el 
ſes, but with their | 
From all this, it reſults, chat it is | 
good policy to be always attempting 
| ſomething, and to be perſectiy per- 
ſuaded that we have a right to every 
thing that ſuits us. You mult only 
take care, not to make with too much 
vanity, too open a proclamation of 
ſuch pretenſions; and eſpecially to 
maintain at your Court two or three 


pe £44 0 
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perſons of eloquence, and leave it in 
charge with them to juſtify 0% 
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To form Alliances for one's advan- 7 


rage is a great maxim of ſtate, and 
there are no Powers that can anſwer 
to themſelves a neglect of it. Thence, 
by clear inference, it follows, that 
you ſhould break an alliance as ſoon 
as ever it becomes prejudicial to you. 
In my firſt war with the Q. of Hun- 
gary, I abandoned France at Prague, 


becauſe I got Sileſia by the bargain. 
If I had eſcorted the French ſafe to 
Vienna, they would never bave given 


* 


* 
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me ſo much, Some years after, I 
renewed with them, becauſe I had a 
mind to attempt the conqueſt of Bo- 
hemiaz and thought it beſt ro keep 
meaſures with this Power, againſt I 
might have occaſion for its aſſiſtence. 
Since. that time I have neglected that 
nation, in order ta come in with an- 
other that offered me more. When 
made her fortune, it will be time 
enough for her to give herſelf an air 
of fidelity to engagements, and of 
conſtancy; an air which, at the moſt, 
becomes none but great States, or lit- 
tle Sovereigns. I have already, dear 
Nephew, told you, that politics and 
villainy are almoſt ſynonymous terms, 


and I told you the truth. And yet 


you 
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you will, on this head; find forme 
people who have formed to them. 

ſelves certain ſyſtems of probity z {6 
that you may hazard any thing by 
means of your Ambaſſadors. I have 
found ſome that have ſerved me in 
very delicate occaſions, and who, to 
come at a myſtery, would have rum- 
maged or picked the pockets of n 
King. Let your choice fall eſpecially 


on thoſe who have the talent of ex 


preſſing themſelves in vague, inde - 
finite terms, or in ſquinting and per · 
plexed phraſes. You would not do 
amiſs to have at your devotion fome 
political Phyſicians, and Lockſmiths z 


they may ſometimes be of great uſe 


to you. I know, by experience, all 


-s 


| 
| 
} 
| 
q 


M MRNTNG v. * 


—— un be 1 


= {186%} 10 "7 * 


Pin 655 * L * the Thied.. 


& pig Þ Rrsrror and Fran. 


| Fo. make one's. ſelf ebene 
fearech by one's neighbours is the very 
ſummet: of high policy. This end is: 
to be atchie ved by two means; the- 


« firſh, is to have 2 real force, and? 


41 There are Powers who imagine that 


eſſactual reſources; the ſecond is, to 
make the moſt of the ſtrength one 
firſt caſe, and that is the reaſon of 
my having neglected nothing that 
might make me ſhine in the ſecond. 


An a 
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an Embaſſy ſhould always be ſent 
with great ſplendor, and cut a great 
figure. Monſieur de Richelieu, how- 
ever, only ſerved at Vienna to put 


the French into a ridiculous light, 


for the Auſtrians concluded, that the 


whole nation ſmelt as ſtrong of muſk 


and amber as he that repreſented it. 


As for me, I rather hold that it is 


more by the noble manner in which 


an Ambaſſador makes his maſter 
. ſpeak, than by the parade of his equi 
pages or retinue, that he gains a true 
or valuable reſpect: It is for this 
reaſon that I propoſe never more to 
employ Ambaſſadors, but only En- 
Beſides, the firft of theſe cha- 


voys. 
racters is too difficult to fill ſuitably, 


as it requires a man of great note or 
diſtinc- 
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diſtinction, very rich, and who un- 


derſtands politics perfectly; whereas, 
with this laſt advantage only, an En- 
voy may ſerve ſufficiently for the pur- 
poſe. By adopting this ſyſtem, you 
will, every year, ſave a conſiderable 
ſum, and your buſineſs will be as well 
done. There are, however, ſome oc- 
caſions, in which it is neceſſary to 
ſhow away with ſome magnificence; 
as for example, when you come to a 


rupture with a Court, or make an al- 


liance, or for a nuptial ceremony. 
Buttheſe Ambaſſies muſt be ever con- 

ſidered as extraordinary. 
Never aſk faintly, but ſeem rather 
to demand. If you have any cauſe 
of diſcontent given you, reſerve your 


«| } revenge for the moment in which you 


. may 
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may obtain the moſt complete ſatis- 
faction, but eſpecially do not ſtand 
in fear of repriſals; your glory will 
not ſuffer for it, it will only be ſo 
much the worſe for thoſe of your 
ſubjects on whom the damage may 
fall. It muſt, then, be your great 
aim, that all your neighbours ſhould 
be perſuaded — you fear nothing, 
and that nothing can aſtoniſh you, 
Endeavour, above all things, to paſs 
with them for one of a dangerous. 
caſt of mind, who knows no other 
principles but thoſe that lead to mi- 
ef fame. Manage ſo that. they 
may be fully convinced, that you 
would ſooner loſe two- kingdoms than 

| not play a part that may tranſwit. 
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yu to poſtetity. As theſe ſentimeæns 
are thoſe of afoul above ch cauimua 
order, ithey! ſttilke, they confound the 


greateſt part of mankind ; and. it is 
this, that, in truth, conſtitutes in the 


world the greateſt Monarchs. 

When a ſtranger comes to your 
Court, ovetwhelhidſwith civilities, - 
and eſpecially try to have him always 
near you ; this will be boo beſt way 
to keep Fon aled fro the de- 
fect of your governm fheisa 
military man, let the . of your 
regiment of guards be performed be- 
fore him, and let it be yourſelf that 
commands them, If he is a Wit, who 

has compoſed a work, let him ſce it 
| 5 ing on Feen table, and talk to him 


9 
+ 
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| of his talents. If he is in mercan- | 

* tile life, liſten to him with affability, - 
! careſs him, and try to fix him in 
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